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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


URUGUAY, ARGENTINA SIGN HEALTH AGREEMENT 
Montevideo EL DIA in Spanish 18 Aug 79 p 7 


[Text] With the approval by the Council of State of the law which ratifies 
the health agreement signed in Paysandu in November, 1978, Uruguay and 
Argentina will now be able to wage a joint battle for the prevention and 
treatment of different diseases these countries have in common in the 
health field. 


By February 1978 an action of this type had already been adopted by another 
document signed in Buenos Aires, but it was subsequently opposed by our 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Secretariat for Planning, Coordination 
and Dissemination. 


Since these objections were taken into account in the document prepared 
later on in Paysandu the legislative body ratified it in full. It will go 
into effect provided that the government enacts the appropriate law, which 
it is anticipated will take place shortly. 


The agreement provides for experts from both countries to carry out common 
research, epidemiological watches and health education to prevent and fight 
the following when they occur: poliomyelitis, malaria, rabies, hydatidosis, 
Argentine hemorrhagic fever, meningococcus meningitis, Chagas’ disease, 
plagues produced by rats, leprosy, venereal diseases and schitosomiasis, 

the source of which is located in ereas near hydroelectric dams and which 

it is suspected may originate from snails which reproduce in the waters 

of the reserv: irs. According to the agreement the task to be accomplished 
by the two countries involves strict health inspection of the habitation 

of persons and animals living along the border, continuous and systematic 
vaccination programs and intensive education for the prevention of contagious 
diseases. 


A Joint Coordination Committee will be created, in addition, to put the 


agreement intc effect, and work groups will also be formed to carry out 
pertinent measures. 


By the agreement the Argentine government has committed itself to making 
available to Uruguay a large number of scholarships for the training of 
health personnel, an obligation which is not reciprocated by our country. 


The agreement will be for 6 years, tacitly renewable for 2 yeur periods, 
although each one of the contracting parties may terminate it at any time. 


9204 1 
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AUSTHALIA 


PRESS REPORTS ISSUES IN ABORIGINAL HEALTH CARE 
Leprosy Resists Drugs 
Melbourne THE AGE in English 6 Aug 79 p 5 


Article by Lindsay Murdoch/ 


j 
— 


Text | 
DARWIN. — Health oit- Further drugs to trea: 
cials fear a drug cesistant aa oo 
strain of ieprosy will . i al 
affect control of the departmental offic: 
said yesterday: “Few people 
disease Northern hnic will 
Australian Asorigines. an ay ee Se 
continue faithfully with 
seven Aborigines have oral medication for life.” 
already been found to have Teams of health officers 
leprosy which resists the now inject leprosy sufferers 
= drug Ace- in outback areas with ace- 
sone. dapsone about each six 
y is slowly spread- weeks 
ing south among aborigin- About 830 of 2000 lepers 
al communities in north- in Australia are Aborigines 
west Australia, although the living in the Northern Ter- 
incidence of the disease has ritory, mostly im Arnhem 
dropped since 1970 yo 

Doctors can use drugs In 1950 there were 50 new 
other than acedapsone to cases diagnosed. The figure 
cure leprosy . for 1978 was 14. 

But the Northern Terr’- The riment allows 
tory Health Department has lepers to return to their 
GRouhy administering communities after initia! 
them vy cannot be in- treatment — including a 
jected and have to %e tak- stay in hospital and some 
en orally, sometimes the times surgery to prevent de- 
4 the rest of a sufferer's formity. 
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Lower Infant Mortality Rate 


"risbane THE COURIER-MAIL in English 13 Aug 79 p 2 


[Text] 
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CANBERRA. — The lowest 
Nerthern Territory and 14 


iginal infant mortelity rete 
nd communities. 


in 1978 there were 48.1 deeths within « year of birth for 1000 © 
live births in the Northern Territory end 48.6 in the Queensland 


communities. 


This compared 
74.6 and 54.1 in 1977. 
Announcing the figures 
yesterday, the Federal 
Health Minister (Mr. 
Hunt) said they were the 
nae, Sue Se =. 


with 


: 
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ey 
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AUSTRALIA 


HOSPITAL BED RATIONALIZATION BEGINS IN NEW SOUTH WALES 
Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 2% Aug 79 p 5 
[Ry Medical Writer Ron Hicks] 


[Text] The NSW Government will eliminate the quivalent of &70 hospital beds 
this finarcial year, in what is sure to be the first step in a rationlisation 
of hospital beds throughout Australia. 


The moves, which will save NSW $11.3 million, anticipate recommendations of 
a national inquiry into hospital efficiency and administration. 


Sut with a generally acknowledged oversupply of hospital beds, the Federal 
Government has already taken action to cut costs through the hospital cost- 
sharing arrangements. 


There was little change over the previous year in actual money terms in July's 
feeral-State hospital funding agreement, which meant that NSW and most other 
States faced the choice of eliminating an equivalent number of existing beds 


NSW has the highest num- ELIMINATION of 870 beds. 
ver of hospital beds and one mainly from the inner city and ~ ge + 
lower North Shore areas of staff would sacked and 
of the highest usage rates. Sydney, to save $1) million. reductions would be by nat- 
NSW also had well-advanced AS an alternative to closing ural etietiien. 
plans lo open new facilities in beds. Mr Stewart urged hospi- But. he said. the rationalisa- 
under-serviced areas. so it was tals to co-operate by reducing tion did mean there would be a 
the hardest hit. with a $28 mil- the excessive number of spe- freeze on recruitment. except 
hon shortfall in real terms. cial units (such as heart and in spectal circumstances. 
cpated cuts and ordered its RECLASSIFY sections of isation was a sensibie redistri- 
own cost-cutting study hospitals containing 2800 long- bution of health-care facilities 
With the latest cuts and term into nursing- to reflect the shift in popuila- 
taced w+ --4 4-4 horne tion. 
hospital systems. The State Government has 
The NSW Health Minister  REGROUPING just ¢ & vast new hospi- 
Fey By — FX HOSPITALS reorganised setese the Gomand on the 
representatives. unions and Ay be hy) inner-city and will 
proiessional associations to — ty — 4-5, FA —~ A, - the over- 
tell them of the rationalsa- su area. 
ten Gown to nursing ond medical 








AUSTRALIA 


LECIONNAIRES DISEASE--Adelaide.--A }+-year-old man has died in the Royal Ade- 
laide Hospital of legionnaires disease. It is the first death reported in SA 
from the mysterious pneumonia-like disease and the fourth fatal case in Austra- 
lia. The victim was Mr. Criag Edwin Nathan, productio: planner, of Clearview, 
an Adelaide suburb. He died on Wednesday night following a positive diagnosis 
of legionnaires disease. It was the second reported case in SA. [Text] 
[Melbourne THE AGE in English 31 Aug 79 p 1] 


HOSPITAL INFECTION--Melbourne: Melbourne's hospitals have been hit by an in- 
fection that is resistant to most antibiotics. The infection is staphylococcus 
aureus, which is common in the community but is a serious problem within the 
hospital environment. The medical superintendent at Mel ourne's Alfred Hospi- 
tal, Dr Ray Stettaford, said yesterday that staphylococcus commonly caused acne 
pimples in teenagers and boils in adults. There were several different types 
of the infection in Melbourne hospitals but those causing problems had built 
up an immunity to antibiotics commonly used against infections. [Excerpts] 
[Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 29 Aug 79 p 31) 
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CAMEROON 


DOUALA CENTER VACCINATES 10,000 CHILDREN 
Yaounde CAMEROON TRIBUNE in English 1 Aug 79 p 4 


[Text] A team of the Ministry of Health, Department of Preventive medicine 
and Public Hygiene is busy vaccinating kids in the Wouri Division. 


The team is headed by Mes. Eyaga‘'a Ruth, a State Resistered Nurse. In 
June, a total of 10,000 kids from the ages of two months to six years, were 
vaccinated against various diseases. 


Preventive Medicine teams are rotating in 18 centres in the Wouri division. 
The teams have laid out a daily programme from now till June 1980. 


Speaking to the Cameroon Tribune at the "Central PMI"([Maternal and Infant 
Protection Center] in Douala, Mrs. Eyafa'a said the vaccinations and vac- 
ines are free. 


The team is made up of nine staff, headed by a State registered nurse and 
have a means of transportation provided by "OCEAC". 


Narrating the manner in which they work, she said on arrival in the morning, 
they give out numbers to the mother of children on the basis of first come, 
first served. The distribution of the numbers is followed by a lecture-- 
(health education) in which they explain to the mothers what vaccination is, 
how to take care of it after receiving it and what children should be vac- 
cinated. They also lecture that women on the type of vaccinations that 

are given and also advised on other aspects. 


At the end of the lectures, the mothers ask questions on what they don't 
understand. After the questions and explanations, vaccination then begins. 


The vaccina*ion is carried out in two sections: One section is charged 
with the checking and the verification of children who had received vac- 
cination before and what they further need. The other section deals with 
those children who have never received vaccination before, their ages, and 
what should’ be given to them. 











Mrs. Fyafa‘a narrated the different diseases against which the children 
are vaccinated and described the “Ped-O-get" machine that shoots vaccines. 


The vaccines are supplied by the Ministry of Health, she said. Only six 
months old pregnant mothers are vaccinated against tetanus. 


Talking about problems, Mrs. Eyafa'a said they would have had no problems 
if parents had understood the need for their children to be vaccinated. 

She said some parents bring their children for vaccination just in order to 
get a certificate so that their children should be admitted into schools. 
After the first vaccination they never come again for the second or other 
doses. This is very insufficient for the children because they receive 
only half the required dose. She brought out drawings and other apparatus 
showing the different diseases against which children are vaccinated. She 
also pointed out the dangers of not vaccinating a child. She showed jour- 
nalists the different vaccines used for different diseases: the "B. C. G." 


for the prevention of tuberclosis, the "DPT" for the prevention of diph- 
theria. 


She appealed to husbands to send their pregnant wives for vaccination against 
tetanus. 


The vaccination teams rotate between the centres of Bepanda, New Bell dis- 
pensary, the dispensary at SIC [Cameroonian Real Estate Company] quarters, 
dispensary at Bassa, the Party House at Bepanda, the Catholic church at New 
Bell, Madagascar, Bonaberi dispensary, St. Paul maternity, Central PMI 
[Maternal and Infant Protection Center], the Public School in Akwa North, 
to name only a few. 
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CAMEROON 


BRIEFS 


SCHISTOSOMIASIS, MALARIA, TRYPANOSOMIASIS WARNING--In the first of a 
series on sanitation and health, the 17 July 1979 Yaounde French-language 
CAMEROON TRIBUNE devoted all of page 4 to the theme of its title: “Thou- 
sands of Deaths Each Year Through Ignorance." First it gave an example 

of a family of 22 children in which the 19-year old died and five others 
were extremely ill. On investigation, it was found that there was a potable 
water supply but it was "too far away" so that the entire family washed in 
and drank from a nearby polluted stream. The article said that there are 
thousands of cases like this all over Cameroon and that through ignorance, 
people attribute the deaths and illnesses to sorcery. Then it quoted Dr 
Mbarga, chief of medicine for urban dispensaries: "In 1977 urban dispen- 
saries in Yaounde registered 97,431 cases of intestinal parasites and 
17,060 cases of diarrhea of various types, or 38.6 percent of Yaounde's 
inhabitants." "In 1978...the dispensaries registered 1,008,893 cases of 
illnesses from the water supply or from fecal matter or 252.2 percent of 
the population...." The article then goes on to describe the causes and 
symptoms of schistosomiasis, malaria, and trypanosomiasis. It also states 
that every Cameroonian has malaria. [Editorial report] 
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HUNGARY 


INFECTIOUS HEPATITIS NOTED: OTHER AILMENT TRACED TO CONTAMINATED CHEESE 
Budapest NEPSZABADSAG in Hungarian 20 Sep 79 p 9 WA 


[Excerpts] Between 28 August and 14 September 27 cases of infectious 
hepatitis occurred in Tiszafured in Szolnok County. All the victims were 
under the age of 18 and most of them attended grade school. The fact that 
the cases occurred virtually simultaneously leads to the conclusion that 
there was a common focus of infection, unidentified to date. In the course 
of epidemiological investigations the role of the Tiszafured beach as 
probable focal point was noted. This appears to be substantizted by the 
fact that similar cases reported in other counties, namely Borsod, Heves and 
Hajdu, affected persons who had visited the beach at Tiszafured at a time 
which coincided with the incubation period of the virus. This means that 
infection probably took place in early Augusts. Health authorities have 
taken appropriate measures including innoculating those involved with Gamma 
globulin. Infectious hepatitis is one of most frequent infectious diseases 
in Hungary. There are usually 6,000-7,000 cases per year, generally in the 
Fall. Special attention is therefore being paid to early detection and 
effective countermeasures. 


The cases of so-called dysentery reported earlier this month have been 
found to be due to contaminated cottage cheese distributed to school 
cateterias and canteens by a certain dairy. All those who became ill, 
nearly 1,000 persons, are well on the road to recovery. The specific 
bacteria involved proved to be Shigella Sonnei. 


cso: 5400 

















INDIA 


TWO MALARIA STRAINS CULTURED IN LABORATORY 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 18 Jul 79 p 17 


[Article by Sumanta Banerjee in New Delhi] 


[Text ] 


RESEARCHERS here 

have come up with what 

might be the first step in 

developing an anti- 
v 


ne. 
Alt the vaccine 
itself is still a long wa 
from becoming avail- 
able, the successful cul- 


William 
efeller University in New 
York successful cultured 
P. faiciparum a 
malaria infectious agent 
— No yi 9 h its cul 

ow, c ad 
ture can be indefinite sci- 
entists have been rack- 
ing their brains since 
then to culture the other 
two malaria killers 
found in Asian countries 
P. vivax and P. 


stitute of Communicable 
Diseases’ microbiology 


division. 

According to the Indi- 
an scientists, earlier ef- 
forts to cultivate the 
strains failed because 
they have been grown 
yr - * 

y growing them to- 
gether under laboratory 


- malarie 
. species multiplied simul- 
, ay med for more than dra 


conditions it is perhaps 
possible, they suspect, 
produce some nutrient 
which is essential for the 
tes to sustain in 
blood. 


While the parasites 


have to be in hu- possi 
man blood’ the: also 
- need nutrients 


n the 
blood to survive one 


reducing the contamina- 
tion considerably. 

They also used 2.4 
times more per unit area 


erzthrocyte (red-biood 

1) Sanpension seeded 
per vial. Under these cul- 
ture conditions, both P. 
and P. vivax 


ys. 
The doctors : 

cantly used only 
uipment — a simple 

giase jar with a few 

vials with an 

candle for producing 

cages dioxide. 





the two malaria agents’ 
comes at a time when 
researchers are feeling 
frustrated because of the 
emergence of 


tant 


strains resistant te 


tures have been grown in 
laboratories, it would be 
ble to conduct 

sensitivity tests before 


d on human 
ae Se 


available 


of trom the laboratory 
plastic petri-dishes, thus . - eed 


tures. Beonning. a vac- 
cine be loped 
from laboratory cul- 
tures. ' 
For a developing 
like India, 
tes carries impor- 
font implications. 
The resurgence of 
malaria has most 


an 
all-time low of 40,000 in 
1966 to about six million 
in 1976. 


Although 
resistance 


fo" DDT ha 


. multi-drug-resis- 
strains of P. 
falciparum occur in vir- 


tually all countries 
where the species is stil] 


ment 
‘“*the very 
chemical properties 


which made DDT and 
chi 


. which are re- 
sistant to known 
have already evolved 
and are 


ports the greatest 
malaria 
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IRAN 


BRIEFS 


ANTICHOLERA CAMPAIGN ANNOUNCED--Tehran--The government Thursday announced 

a country-wide campaign to combat cholera after five reported deaths last 
week. The Ministry of Social Welfare said 12,000 cases of el tor, a strain 
of cholera, have been reported but only 240 out of these have been con- 
firmed. That represented two percent of the total, it said. The ministry 
said .fonday cholera had killed five persons and threatened the entire 
country but gave no details of the fatalities. The latest statistics in- 
dicated the disease had spread and Tehran was among cities affected. 

[Text] [Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 9 Sep 79 p 2] 
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JAPAN 


BRIEFS 


CONTAGIOUS DISEASES RESEARCH--Tokyo, 16 Sep--The government plans to conduct 


extensive-year research, starting next year, on Korean hemorrhagic fever, 
cholera and other diseases believed brought into Japan from abroad. The 
health and welfare ministry, which announced the plans, seexs to develop an 
effective drug to control the mystery fever affecting laboratory workers 
using rats in animal tests. The ministry also hopes to determine the in- 
fection route of cholera, which afflicts some Japanese tourists overseas. 
Mass outbreaks of Korean hemorrhagic fever occurred among medical experts 
and nurses of Tohoku and Niigate universities last November. An investiga- 
tion showed some 70 researchers had been affected by the fever. In a major 
outbreak in Osaka in the 1970s, one person was killed and 119 others were 
afflicted by the fever, a highly contagious disease. It was believed to 
have been stamped out in Japan, until the outbreaks last year. [Text] 
[Tokyo KYODO in English 0651 GMT 16 Sep 79 OW] 
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KENYA 


INCREASED MEASLES DEATHS, INCREASING INCIDENCE OF VENEREAL DISEASES 


Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 5 Sep 79 p 5 


[Text | 
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TRADITIONAL beliefs that measles cannot be cured 
by modern medicine have caused a sharp rise in the 
number of deaths in Evurori Location, Embu District. 

The clinical officer in charge of Ishiara Hospital, 
Mr. James Ndiero, has said: 

2 Serre S 20® Ost, Hale 
the sick to hospital, people choose to trest them wi 
traditional herbs including the local Mquor, karubu, 
which is used to wash patients.” . 

He eaid it was only when cases became critical 
that patients were referred 
had already developed complications which could no 


longer be cured. carriers for too long before 


" tal after 
The officer also said fherthehete set realising 
that venereal diseases 


to the hospital — when they 


were on the incregse, par- 
ticularly in Ishiara 
township, and this was 
because people affected 
favoured herbs which 
oniy made the ailments 
resistant to drugs. 


He noted that those infected 
with the diseases remained 


13 


Mr. Ndiero appealed tc people 
to discard their traditional 
beliefs and make use of the free 
modern medicine provided by 
the Government 

He said leaders. particular!» 
chiefs and their assistanis. 
should organise barazas aimeci 
at educating wananchi on the 
impor iance of medical attention 
to heip raise @ ation of healthy 
people 











LAOS 


BRIEFS 


PAKSAN SAYABOURY HEALTH WORK--Operating under the Public Health Ministry's 
guideline “Disease Preventing is Primary, Treatment is Important", on 25 
July the [Meuang] Paksan District Public Health Department, Vientiane Prov- 
ince opened a school to train village health workers in [Tasseng] Thabok 
Canton. Some 50 health combatants from [Tasseng] Thabok and Phabat cantons 
of that district participated. During that time the [Meuang] Paksan District 
Public Health Department sent a number of malaria prevention medics to spray 
DDT to kill malaria bacteria [sic] along waterways and around people's 
houses in the various cantons of the district. In only a short time they 
were able to complete the spraying of two cantons: [Tasseng] Sivilai and 
Songkhon. Presently they are diligently continuing to complete the spraying 
of all the cantons as called for in the plan. Further news reports indicate 
that in May, the people of [Tasseng] Ken Thao, Pak Khem, Houai Leuk, Donmen 
and Meuang No Cantons of [Meuang] Ken Thao District, Sayaboury Province 
joined together, worked and contributed their personal funds to build a 
hospital in [Tasseng] Ken Thao Canton. The hospital has three buildings, 
each of 20 meters in length and 8 meters wide. The construction is nearing 
completion. [Text] [Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 7 Aug 79 p A 2] 


CSO: 5400 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


BRIEFS 


PARTIAL TETANUS VACCINATION STATISTICS--The vaccination campaign is 
continuing at a steady pace in the Greater Maputo area. Approximately 
7,750 workers have been vaccinated against tetanus in the Maputo industrial 
zone. Meanwhile, a special team initiated yesterday in the capital the 
anti-tetanus vaccination campaign among school children. [Excerpt] 

[Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 11 Sep 79 p 1] 


CSO: 5400 
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RHODESIA 


MEASLES EPIDEMIC LOSING GROUND 
Salisbury THE HERALD in English 11 Sep 79 p 5 


[Text] The Salisbury Health Department is on the way to win its fight 
against what was reported as a serious outbreak of measles in Mashona- 
land about a month ago. 


in an “intensive campaign” launched by the department to halt the dis- 
ease, more than 24,000 children have been vaccinated in and around 
Salisbury. 


This figure is the equivalent of a normal year's immunisation. 
The department also installed a mobile clinic at the Harare bus terminus, 
and used a loudspeaker to invite parents to have their children vacci- 


nated. The campaign is directed at children under five, and all 
immunisation is free. 


"We are definitely winning the battle," Dr 0. L. Mbengeranwa, Salis- 
bury's acting Medical Officer of Health, said yesterday. 


"This is proved by our fugures that show that the number of admissions 
to hospitals of children suffering from the disease have dropped 
recently." 


He said in August there were 657 admissions to the infectious disease 
section of the Harare hospital and 19 deaths. 


Dr Mbengeranwa described these figures as “only the tip of the iceberg." 


He said many clinics were coping with a large number of cases where peo- 
ple could afford to pay for immunisation or treatment. 


Complicated 


"The situation has been complicated by an influx of 21,000 people from 
the rural areas, which has brought the disease into towns. If only one 














infected child sleeps in a room with 10 others, they will all contract 
the disease,” he said. 


Dr Mbegeranwa said the vaccine donated from Rotary International and 
another 10,000 doses which were expected in Salisbury soon, would be 
used to launch a second intensive campaign against the disease in the 
next two weeks. 


"Hopefully, this will allow us to win the campaign,” he added. 


CSO: 5400 
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RHODESIA 


BRIEFS 


ROTARY GIVES MEASLES VACCINE--Jan Van Schaik, the district governor of 
district 925 of Rotary International (right), hands over 10,000 doses 

of measles vaccine to Salisbury’s acting Medical Officer of Health, 

Dr 0. L. Mbengeranwa. The vaccine was supplied by five Pretoria Rotary 
clubs and will be used by the Salisbury Health Department to help halt 
the present epidemic. [Text] [Salisbury THE HERALD in English 11 Sep 79 
p 5) 
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IMMUNIZATLON MAKING HEADWAY ACAINST MEASLES 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 8 Sep /9 p 11 











SPAIN 


OFFICIALS ANNOUNCE CHOLERA CASES NOT SERIOUS 
Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 1800 GMT 20 Sep 79 LD 


[Summary] The press office of the health ministry has reported that as of 
yesterday there have been 69 cases of cholera in Malaga, 4 of whom have 
died. Three of these fatalities were, according to the same sources, old 
people who had other complications. The fourth death was a Moroccan who 
became ill onboard a boat taking him to Malaga. 


Yesterday, the health ministry continues, people in hospital suffering 
from cholera numbered 13, all of whom are recovering. The rest of the 
cases have been discharged. 


As far as Barcelona is concerned, the total number of confirmed cases is 32, 
l of whom has died. There are at present 10 cases recovering in hospital. 
The health ministry press office says finally that the majority of the 69 
Malaga cases and the 32 Barcelona cases are suffering from not very serious 
diarrhea. The number of cases could continue to increase, many of which 
would, without the present checks, have gone undetected due to the slight- 
ness of the infection. We consider that, from a health viewpoint, the 
problem has not increased either in seriousness or importance. 


CSO: 5400 
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‘INTESTINAL INFECTION’ REPORTEDLY SPREADING IN ANKARA 
Istanbul HURRIYET in Turkish 22 Aug 79 pp 1,9 


[Excerpt ] Widespread death is being caused by the situation that filth, 
carelessness and néglect create in the squatters’ districts which fringe the 
large cities such as Istanbul, Ankara and Izmir. With the arrival of summer, 
the Angel of Death began his patrols in the outlying areas of the large 
cities. It is said that 54 children lost their lives in 2 months in Ankara. 
In Sefakoy in Istanbul, 100 ill persons were seen. There are open sores on 
the children’s faces; some of them infested with maggots. 


54 Children Dead 


It was determined that 54 children had died in Ankara within the past 2 
months of a disease referred to by Health Ministry officials as “intestinal 
infection” but called “cholera” by the public. Presently in the capital 
city’s hospitals, 185 children were found to be struggling with the same 
disease. 


Despite the assurances of Health and Social Assistance Minister Mete Tan and 
Provincial Health Director Akbulut Alatan that “not one case of intestinal 
infection has been encountered in the capital city as a result of successful 
efforts,” it is seen that fatal intestinal infection is gradually spreading, 
especially among children, in various hospitals. 


Moreover, it was learned that a total of 185 children were struggling against 
death yesterday, with 50 in Telsizler Hospital, 72 in the Social Security 
Organization Diskapi Hospital, 4 in Numune Hospital, 12 in Ankara Hospital, 
12 in the Medical Faculty Hospital and 35 in Hacettepe Hosp:*al. 


Pediatricians, who point out that a thousand different germs are respunsible 
for the intestinal infection seen most frequently among children from infancy 
to 10 years, reported that a large role is played in the spread of the 
disease by inadequate infrastructure facilities, failure to collect garbage 
promptly and damage to health by food sold unwrapped. They said that the 
Health Ministry had not taken the necessary measures in time, just as it 

does not take the disease ser’ ously. 














Panic in Sefakoy 


It was determined that the intestinal disease found to have spread from the 
Maslakcesme District in Sefakoy was caused by a Phillippine bacillus called 
“E. Coli.” The Health Ministry was alerted and teams quickly began testing 
in the area. Pointing out that the people of Sefakoy, where 150,000 live, 
had come face to face with death, the authorities stated that the people were 
in panic. 


It was reported, weanwhile, that acid fumes accumulate in the air from chena- 
ical combinations in the effluent discharged by 600 factories located in the 
area amd cause the children's sores, skin diseases and infestations on their 
faces. 


Confirming the incident, Sefakoy Mayor Ridvan I'r..i said: 


“We know that 100 people are in the hospital with an unspecified intestinal 
infection epidemic. We can provide water only once every three days. Every- 
body is meeting their needs from the pools formed by factory discharges. We 
have seen laundry and dishes being washed in this water and children 
playing in this water. There are 150,000 people face to face with death.” 


8349 
CSO: 5400 
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LARGE NUMBER OF TUBERCULOSIS CASES GQ UNREPORTED 


Montevideo LA MANANA in Spanish 22 Aug 79 p 6 


[Text] The government has declared that the 20th Pan American Tuberculosis 
and Respiratory Disease Conference which will take place in Uruguay next 
December is of national interest. According to plans, this meeting, 
organized by the Latin American Union of Tuberculosis Societies [ULAST], 
will be attended by outstanding specialists in the area. 


The fact that Montevideo continues to be the place where this type of 
scientific meeting is held--such as the recent Immunology Conference--honors 
the country and is worth special mention. 


Uruguay's progress in the field of health resulting from the extensive 
medical coverage of its population has without a doubt brought it singular 
prestige. 


Tuberculosis stopped being a serious problem in our society a long time ago, 
but in other heavily populated areas it has an important incidence, to the 
detriment of public health. This is well known in most underdeveloped 
nations, among which we count ourselves, but in some areas we are typical, 
as, for example, precisely in that of health. 


According to data contained in the latest bulletin of the Honarary Committee 
in the Fight Against Tuberculosis--a worthy and effective organization to 
judge from the results of its activity--there were 3.0 beds for tuberculosis 
per 10,000 population in 1978 in Uruguay. This rate is representative of a 
country with a low incidence, with the remarkable circumstance of our being 
a developing nation. 


The same Committee reported on the level of protection against tuberculosis 
provided the youngest Uruguayans, pointing out that in the Republic in 1978 
94 percent of all newborns and 91 percent of all the children and adolescents 
were either vaccinated or revaccinated with BCG. 


With measures such as this it is possible'to maintain a high rate of immunity, 


making many persons safe from contracting the disease caused by the Koch 
bacillus. 
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In addition, by having 21 tuberculosis centers in the 18 departments in the 
interior and a fully equipped bacteriological laboratory in the capital, 

it is possible to carry out the diagnostic tests necessary on patients 
suspected of having tuberculosis and to provide the treatment needed in 
the known cases. 


All these available resources and all the measures taken at the proper time 
constitute a solid guarantee for the population's health. 


However, in Montevideo alone between 500 and 600 cases of pulmonary and 
extrathoracic tuberculosis (ganglial, intestinal, urogenital and so forth) 
are recorded annually, which demonstrates the degree to which it is necessary 
to be on the alert against this infectious disease. 


The statistics for the year in progress showed a total of 45 cases in 
Montevideo during the first quarter--of which 36 were confirmed as pulmonary. 
The number is not high but according to the Committee it does not correctly 
reflect the number of persons affected by the disease during that period. 
What happens is that, although reporting a case of tuberculosis is obligatory, 
the requirement is often not complied with. 


Failure to report a case within a reasonable period decreases the chances of 
of controlling this endemic disease since it prevents the use of complete and 
up-to-date information which is needed to mount the necessary Campaigns. 


Hence it is advisable to call attention to these circumstances in order to 
establish more efficient procedures than those now being used for the 
appropriate reporting on the part of specialists treating the patients. 


Although it is undeniable that the incidence of tuberculosis is decreasing 

it cannot be said that it has been eradicated from the country. Consequently, 
the fight continues and it is necessary for it to be continually supported 

by any resources which tend to minimize the damage caused by the spread of 
the disease, including of course--as an.instrument of priority interest-- 
correct and up-to-date information. 


One must not forget that diseases of its kind which have been thought to 
be defeated have reappeared with renewed vigor at the least expected moment. 


9204 
CSO: 5400 
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URUGUAY 


GERMAN MEASLES EPIDEMIC PREVENTION--The current vaccination campaign against 
German measles will have decisive positive effects when toward the end of 
next year and at the beginning of 1981 a German measles epidemic, which is 
predicted, takes place. Uruguay suffers an epidemic of this infectious 
disease about every 6 years. For this reason the massive vaccination 
Campaign which is now being carried out in both public and private schools 
is of a truly important preventive nature. Dr Daniel Fonseca pointed this 
out to LA MANANA in statements made after the press conference held 
yesterday in the assembly hall of the University regarding the next 
Symposium on Immunology. The vaccinations being administered now to the 
children in the population, Dr Fonseca pointed out--it is expected that 80 
percent of the children will be vaccinated--could be described as “altruistic 
vaccinations.” In this manner, and with the cooperation of the people who 
are responsible, we will succeed in having the above-mentioned German 
measles epidemic pass virtually unnoticed. Special attention also will be 
given to the protection of pregnant women, especially those in early 
pregnancy, because it is the fetus which is particularly vulnerable to 
German measles and in many cases suffers serious aftereffects such as the 
premature death of the child or grave birth defects. [Text] [Montevideo 
LA MANANA in Spanish 15 Aug 79 p 7] 9204 
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PROBLEMS RELATED TO CHOLERA EPIDEMIC REPORTED 
Fight Against Cholera 
Kinshasa ELIMA in French 23 Aug 79 p 6 


[Text] Epidemiologists with the Public Health Department believe that the 
Department of Transportation and Communications should take serious and urgent 
measures aimed at regulating travel conditions in ONATRA conveyances which 
happen to be “real beds of propagation" for the cholera epidemic. 


These experts are part of the National Emergency Sanitary Action Committee 
recently formed by the Executive Council to fight against epidemics in the 
country. Following on-site investigations where this disease broke out, the 
experts concluded that not only does cholera follow the course of the Zaire 
River, but also the ONATRA [National Transportation Office] ships offer excep- 
tionally propitious conditions for the reproduction of and contamination by the 
cholera microbes. 


Vaccination Program Marred By Fraud 
Kixshasa ELIMA in French 25 Aug 79 p 2 
[Acticle by Budim'Bani Yambu K: Anti-Cholera Vaccination Brings Wealth") 


[Text] There is a proverb which states: “It's an ill wind that blows nobody 
good ." This may be applied to the wave of concern which seized Kinshasa res- 
idents when they heard about a cholera epidemic at the door of the capital. 
Cualified political authorities echo this anxiety and they are doing their ut- 
most to protect the population of Kinshasa against this dangerous disease. 

ome friendly countries rushed to our aid. Numerous doses of anti-cholera 
vaccine are being administered "free of charge” to all citizens as a preven- 
tive measure. 


This is how some employees of the In-Town Health Services have found a way to 
fill their pockets: they shy away from public places to perform their duty 
privately, demanding one zaire from each individual before they administer the 
vaccine and give the medical certificate which, by the way, is in due form. 
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This fraud is possible due to the fact that the public wanting to be vaccinated 
in the bureaus of the In-Town Health Services or in appropriated sites, is sent 
back under pretense that there are no more vaccines. Yet, money-hungry teams 
are roaming the streets. 


Who is organizing this maffia? To be sure, self-seeking employees in collusion 
with their direct supervisors. 


As for the vaccines administered, their dosages is not always correct and they 
are not always the genuine article. There is cause to be concerned over the 
fate of those vaccinated. The cheaters are profiteering unpunished from the 
ill-fortune of others. 


6857 
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AUSTRALIA 


ANTICANCER VACCINE FOR CATTLE PROVES SUCCESSFUL 

Brisbane THE COURIER-MAIL in English 9 Aug 79 p 24 

[Text] Researchers had produced an anti-cancer vaccine which had proved 90 per 
cent successful in combating non-advanced eye tumours in cattle, a Queensland 


University department head said yesterday. 


It is hoped that ultimately the Veterinary Pathology and Public Health Depart- 
ment's research will aid treatment of human tumours. 








However. the depart- 
ments head ‘(Professor 
John Francis) emphasis- 
ed yesterday the vaccine 
was still “a long way 
from any application to 
man.” 


But it had attracted 
favourable attention 
from and 


‘now with Com- 
monwealth Scientific 
and Industria] Research 
Organisation’ and Mr. 


teach much about the 
immunological treatment 
of tumours in other spe- 
cos. incled'ng man.” 
The Avuttralian Meat 
Research Committee ves- 
terday announced a 
crant of S11S.511 to the 


university to continue re- 
search this vear. 

This boosts the com- 
mittee’s grants to the de- 
partment to nearly 
$1 500.000 since 1964 

Professor 


only one-tenth the 
streneth of normal in- 
tec*lons 06 — given in- 
*radermel'y (within the 
hide itself) could be 
equally successful, and 
substentially cheaper. 
Profeseor Francis said 
eommerc'a! production of 
the vaccine was 
in 12 months. 














AUSTRALIA 


RESEARCHERS DEVE OP VACCINE AGAINST NEWCASTLE DISEASE 
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MALAYSIA 


CATTLE INOCULATED AGAINST FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE 


Kuala Lumpur NEW STRAITS TIMES in English 29 Jul 79 p 6 














[Excerpt ] 
BESUT, Sat. — The rehabilitation of 
the livestock industry in Kelantan and 
Trengganu will begin when the second 
phase of the cam 
against foot and mouth disease 
two states has been completed 
‘Datuk Sharitt Ahmad 
tr - F 
to inoculate 160,000 

of cattle in the two 

states was expected to 
end soon. 

CSO: 5400 
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RHODESIA 


FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE EASES, SALES BEGIN 
Salisbury THE HERALD in English 8 Sep 79 p 7 


[Text] Veterinary restrictions throughout the Midlands and Mashonaland 
are being eased as a result of improved preventative measures taken against 
foot and mouth disease, which affected large areas of the country last 
year. 


Dr Alan Hurrell, the Assistant Director of Veterinary Services, said the 
overall position of the disease has improved, although there are still 
isolated pockets of infection in several TTLs. 


As a result of the improved situation restrictions on the sale and handling 
of cattle are being lifted. This is apparent in the increased number of 
public auctions being held at stock pens, making these sales a returning 
feature of farming in Zimbabwe Rhodesia. 


In the past year there have been occasional restricted sales at Headlands, 
Bromley, Marandellas and Inyazura. But other sale pens in the Midlands 
and Mashonaland have been closed. 


in December 1978 it was reported that 26 districts, including nearly all 
those to the south and east of the Bulawayo-Salisbury-Umtali railway line 
and the Gatooma-Hartley and Que Que districts, were proclaimed foot and 
mouth areas. 


Preventative measures in two major cattle-raising areas in the Lowveld, 
taken when the thrust of the disease was spreading north and west through 
the coufiiry last year, have had effect. 


Since March last year more than 2 million doses of vaccine against foot 
and mouth have been administered. 


Hard work by the staff of the Veterinary Department has now contained the 
disease, and the situation is described as “decidedly improved." 


"Most of the main stock sale yards have been opened again, and others will 
be opened. 
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Gwelo and Featherstone are expected to start selling soon, while Mount 
Hampden might take longer,” Dr Hurrell said in an interview with THE 
HERALD. 


Restrictions on the transport of cattle have also been relaxed. Farmers 
may now transport their stock by rail and road, with limited walking 
allowed in some areas. 


Dr Hurrell said: “Previously, we only enforced a rule that cattle from 
‘intensive inspection areas’ had to be sent by road not rail. 


“This restriction is now limited to areas where a threat from the disease 
might exist." 











AUSTRALIA 
lew South Wales Warning 


[Text] MSW could soon face its worst locust plague for 25 years, the Minister 


for Agriculture, Mr Dey, warred yesterday. 


, 


om 


Sydney THE SYUMEY MORNING HEFALD in English W Aug 79 p 2 


AUSTRALIANS FACE WORST LOCUST PLAGUE SINCE 1953 
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Plague in Southern Queensland 


Brisbane THE COURIER-MAIL in English 30 Aug 79 p 28 


[Text] 


CSO: 
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be on the 


SOUTHERN Queensland grain formers could 
edge of the most devastating 


locust plague in Australia this century. 


Goondiwindi cistrict 
farmers are watching 
anxiously for the first 


expected 
to sweep slong a 150 kilo- 
metre welt from the 
border, through New 
South Wales azd Vic- 
toria, and into South 
Australia. 


The first hatchings are 
expected next week. 
Most of the locust egg 
beds are in the Wag- 
gamba Shire, based at 
Goondiwiadi. 


Shire clerk (Mr. Dan 
Anderson) said the 
Plague on this side of the 
border should not be too 
severe. ; 

“We have landhoiders 
watching for the first 
sign of the ‘hoppers.’ just 
after they hatch. 

“That the only time 
you can get them, as 
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AUSTRALIA 


BRIEFS 


DISEASED OYSTERS--A mysterious disease affecting oysters is threatening the 
multi-million dollar cultured pearl industry in Western Australia. The dis- 
ease, which is hampering operators and affecting their profitibility in the 
Broome area, has so far stumped experts. Repeated attempts to diagnose the 
ailment by enlisting the help of local marine experts have failed. Up to 

30 per cent of oyster stocks is being affected by the disease, which was 
first discovered at Western Australia's largest pearl centre, Kuri Bay. 
Marine experts from Japan and the U.S. have been enlisted to try to trace 


the cause of the problem. [Excerpts] [Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 
23 Aug 79 p 3] 
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DISEASED COCOA TREES REMOVAL CAMPAIGN BEGINS 
Accra DAILY GRAPHIC in English 1 Sep 79 p 8 


[Excerpt] THE AFRC yesterday iaunch- 
ed a mass swollen-shoot 
cutting-out ap replanting 

' mme to rid of 4.5 


the Eastern Region. 

Under the programme, the 
AFRC will pay compensation to 
affected cocoa farmers based on 

of farms to be cut-out 


Cso: 


4420 


Lt. Achamfuor, a member of the 


Council launched the 
half of the Chairman 


on be- 


the AFRC, Fit. Li 


Jerry John Rawlings, at the Koforidus 
—a 5 Park. He explained thai the 
a erated compensations was expected 
the farmers during the replanting 


all farmers are aware of 


taken to eliminate the rate 
at which swollen-shoot 
disease was spreading 
“there will be no cocoa in 


their entitlement so that this region after five years. 
they are not exposed to the He said the war which 
SS the AFRC had on 
officers whose conduct sa = the swollen-shoot di 
disservice to the nation” would take about four 
he pointed out. years to end and it was 
farmers were there- to the incoming PN 
fore advised not to resist = administration to continue 


the cutting-out of their af- 
fected cocoa trees, but 
should be willing to show 
their farm boundaries to 
enable accurate compen- 
eations to he worked out. 
Lt. Achamfuor warned 
that if bold steps were not 


with the exercise to yield 
the desared meaningful re- 


sults. 

Lt. Achamfuor attribut- 
ed the decline in cocoa 
production to half meas- 
past governments a 
the introduction of = 
into that sector of 


Sheets 


today cannot be w 
wath 


fought aimed 
purpose ~ he s‘ressed. 
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LAOS 


BRIEFS 


PLANT PESTS IN CHAMPASSAK-~In July the Agriculture Department of [Meuang] 
Phon Thong District, Champassak Province sent its technical cadres to 
[Tasseng] Sak Muong and Phon Thong Cantons to spray insecticides to insect 
pests which are destroying crops, most notably the rice fields of the peo- 
ple. When they got there they joined with the administrative authorities 
in diligently applying the pesticide. During that time they were able to 
spray insecticide and salvage more than 70 hectares of the rice which was 
being destroyed. At the same time they also sent technical cadres to spray 
pests and help the Ban Oupalat Agricultural Cooperative. In only a short 
time they were able to salvage six hectares of crops which were being 
destroyed. They also vaccinated a number of the cooperative's domestic 
animals. [Text] [Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 3 Aug 79 p A 4} 


PHONG HONG INFESTATION--The [Meuang] Phon Hong District Agriculture Depart- 
ment is sending water pumps and insecticides to the people in order to 
combat drought this year in line with the plans. The cadres distributed 
more than 70 liters of (Kameksan) and (Malasong) insecticides and 40 liters 
of SEVIN insecticide to kill the pests which had been destroying the rice 
fields. [Excerpt] [Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 8 Aug 79 pp l, 4] 


CHANTABOULI PESTS--While taking care of this year's rice crop the Agricul- 
ture Department of [Meuang] Chantabouli District, Vientiane City and Prov- 
ince, sent insecticides to agricultural cooperatives in four cantons in its 
jurisdiction to kill pests which are destroying the crops. The material 
sent included insecticides and a fungicide for transplanted rice. They 
sent 145 liters of spray, 1000 kilograms of insecticide powder and a number 
of sprayers. Aside from this the department brought a quantity of tools 
and seeds to sell to the various cooperatives. These included nine large 
and small shovels, 12 kilograms of corn seed and 150 kilograms of soybean 
seed. [Text] [Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 17 Aug 79 p 1] 


HEAVY PHONG SALY INFESTATION--From July to the beginning of August, the 
cadres and state employees of varicus cepartments of Phong Saly Province, 
joined together with the people of various districts to kill plant pests, 
primarily caterpillars which were destroying the people's crops. During 
that time they killed a total of 5,535 kilograms of caterpillars and were 
able to salvage 10 hectares of crops which had been infested by pests. 

Of that, [Tasseng] Chomtam Canton alone had 3,278 kilograms. Presently 
the state employees and the local people are diligently continuing to kill 
pests, care for the crops and spread fertilizer. [Text] [Vientiane 
KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 17 Aug 79 p A 7] 
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OUDOMSAI INFESTATION--At the beginning of this month the Agriculture Depart- 
ment of Oudomsai Province sent a number of technical cadres to kill pests 

in order to salvage the transplanted rice facing destruction in [Tasseng] 
Phon Then, Samphan and Phon Hom Cantons of [Meuang] La District where rice 
and other crops were being heavily damaged by the pests over an area of 263 
hectares. Present)y the cadres and people of those localities are dili- 
gently carrying out the suppression of pests and spreading fertilizer on the 
crops to ensure a full harvest at year's end. [Text] [Vientiane KHAOSAN 
PATHET LAO in Lao 27 Aug 79 p A 7] 


LOUANG NAMTHA PESTS--Cadres, employees and workers of the Agriculture 
Department of Louang Namtha Province have helped the people in leading 4 
campaign against insect pests which had destroyed the rice crops in the 
districts of Namtha, [Meuang] Sing, [Meuang] Long, [Meuang] Meung, Vieng 
Phoukha, [Meuang] Na, and Houai Sai. Presently 60,247 hectares have been 
sprayed with insecticides. [Text] [Vientiane BULLETIN QUOTIDIEN in 


French 3 Sep 79 p 2] 


CHAMPASSAK PESTS--In mid-August agricultural cadres of [Meuang] 
Bachiengchaleumsouk and Saisanasomboun Districts of Champassak province 
went to assist the members of the Ban Ok Mevang agricultural cooperative 
in [Tasseng] Na Keo and the farmers in 17 villages in [Tasseng] Houai He 
Canton to spray insecticides to kill caterpillars which were destroying 
the rice stalks and other crops. They completed spraying of 730 hectares 
of which 720 hectares were in Houai He Canton. [Excerpt] [Vientiane 
KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 5 Sep 79 p A 2] 
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